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Admiral Felt and Admiral Luce Lave now held 
their talks in Okinawa and Lave made sane progress 
in sketching out the sort of operation which SEATO 
could conduct in Laos if the Geneva Conference breaks 
down. We have been invited to send an officer to 
Honolulu to maintain contact with Admiral Felt's 
staff. Nevertheless there are still important 
points of difference between ourselves and the 
Americans. The Chiefs of Staff and I therefore 
consider that we should hold further political talks 
with the Americans to get final agreement on the terms 
of reference under which Admiral Felt should finish 
his planning. While I am doubtful if he will consider 
himself bound by such a document cnee fighting begins, 

I am sure we should insist upon it as a proper basis 
for planning and because we must have a firm agreement 
with the Americans about why we are going into Laos 
and what we hope to do there. 

2. Before we go back to the State Department, 
there is one matter for which I would like your 
approval. There is a risk that when SEATO troops 
enter Laos they may find Pathet Lao forces already 
in some of the bridgeheads which we are to occupy. 
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planners would like, on military grounds, to be free 
to attack these Pathet Lao and expel them without having 
to wait for specific political authority. I am sure 
that is right and essential from the military point of 
view. I therefore suggest that the initial political 
decision to intervene in Laos should carry with it 
authority for our forces to attack and expel Pathet Lao 
forces from the areas within our bridgeheads. 

3. I am sending copies of this minute to the Minis ter 
of Defence and the Commonwealth Secretary. 
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